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THE NEWS Tils MORNING.

Fonrpiay.—The Alfonsist Gen. Morlones purpose d
pelieving San Bchastion and Hemanl, =—— The
Centenninl Exlabition Connissioners met in Paris,
—— The Hamburg steamer Suevis was slightly
disabled by a collision, == Capt.-Len, Valwn-
sodn resignod. . )

Dosraie,~In Coneress yesterday Fpeaker Kerr
annonnoed the Honse Committecs; Mr, Ferry was re-
elosted Prosident pro teu. of the Senate until Jan.
7 : both Houses adjourned to Jan, §, =——= Aunditor
Thayer wis examined before the Cangl Comuission,
and sdwitted purchasing certificates that he had to
sudit, - The $30,000 racs in California was
fixed for Feh., 22, ——— Intonse cold provailed in
the North, in New-Humpshire and in some parts of
Canadn, (he thermouwter being from 35° to 407
bolow zero,

Crry aND BuBURBAN.—Further delaks oocurred
o the Brooklyn Riug suits, and the plan of making
arrests and ablachments was abandoned. =—= The
Commitles of Engineers appanted to examive de-
feots in dock walls mude a preliminary report, =——
On the spplication of 205 creditors, representing
$2.108,142 49, Judge Blate hiiord deelared Danean,
Bherman & Co. inveluntary bankrupts. =——= The
trunk line manngers decided that New-York auwl
Boston freight rates to the West should be equal,
e=— The Tammany Genoral Committee issued an
address to New-York Democrats, ——= Frof. Proc-
gor lectured in Brooklyn ou *Other Worlds than
Ours.” ————= The inguest in the Alexander morder
ease was begun, - = Gold, 113%, 1138, 113%.
Gold value of she legal-tender dollar at the close,
88 Y5p conts,

Tux Wearnzr—The Government report predicts
threatening weather, with oceasional snow or rain.
= In thie ety yvesterday the weather was eold
bput wmoderating, nnd without wind ; thermometer,
10°, 179, 267,

As the examination of the accouunts of the
Broken savings banks proceeds, more evidence
ia found that costs diseredit upon the officers.
The deficiencies in the funds of the People's
and Third Avenue banks point to something
worse than bad mansgements

Auditor Thaver's testimony confins what
has been alloged agninst him, He admits that
he had bought the cortificates which he
audited, and he says simply, “After some 18
“or 190 days, I paid myscll.” With such facts
in view, a techuical defense of the Auditor
will not have much weight with the publie.

=R TEel

A large and waried display of French pro-
ducts may be expected 2t the Centennial Ex-
hibition, sinee the Commissioners at Paris have
allotted space to more than 2,000 apyheants,
This number nearly equals thot of all the tor-
elgn exhibitors at the Exhibition in this city
in 1853, and affords promise  that many
Frenchmen will be among the visilora

Further delay in the service of papers in the
suita against the Drooklyn ofticials and von-
tractors has resulted from the need of making
fnquiries ivto the responsibility to be assumcd
by the tax-payers and the impolicy of implead-
ing Congressman Bliss with the other defend-
ants. It is, of course, neccssary in snits of this
kind that a few men should patriotically
assmine grave respousibility for the general
good, and this necessity hae been o standing
obstacle to Brooklyn rveform.

——— —

Deapite the vagne termsin which Captain-
General Valmasedn gives hig reasons for re-
mygniug, it is understood that he leaves Cuba
becanse the Spanish Government was dissatis-
fied with Lis course in regard to Seiior Rubi, who
was empowered to supervise the Coban finances.
Valmasedn refused to credit the charges of
fraud which that official made against one of
bis staff, and when the matter wae referred to
the Government at Madrid it was inthoated to
bim that he ought to resign.

———— —

Judge DBlatehford's decision decluring Mesers,
Duuesn, Sherman & Co. involuntary bank-
rupts, puts an end to the prospect of setiling
the estate on the terms offired by Mr, Dmnean ;

of course be considered by the
to determining what constitutes the

A fooling of doubt, almost amounting to
auxicty, has been genorally felt respecting the
new docks partially ¢onstructed along the
citv's water front. That the old docks were
weak, rotten, discreditable structures, nobody
questioned.  Whether the new ones, admitted
to be experiments, were firmly built below the
water surfaca, mizht well bo doabted when an
engineer in charge had reported the work as
orumbling to pivees.  The very eminent engi-
neers whose partial report on the subject is
now presented, revive better bopes, The strie-
ture is imperteet, but by no mesns worthless,
With proper precautions it can be made usoful.
Let us hope that mo more mistakes will be
made, and that the work will be rapidly
pushed forward ; its success is one of the ele-
ments upon which New-York's prosperity de-
pends.

SPEAKER KERR'S COMMITTEES,

It would have been tpo much to expect that
the appointmonts of the Sinading Committees
of the House by Speaker Kerr would give en-
tire eatisfaction to either friends or foes.
He has taken what may be fairly reckoned
abundant time to go  over Lis lists with
care, nnd make 05 jodicions and  wise
selections a8 were possible from the Congress
the people had given him to choose from,
The perfect honesty of his work is clear. The
absolute courage with which he las wmet its
difiiculties is elear. And, unfortunately, his
Lick of tact and iguorance of the multifarions
details which a suceessful Speaker is bound to
know are just aselear as cither,  There has never
been an honester thing done in the Speaker's
chair than Mr. Kerr's refusal to appoint Mr,
Fernando Wood to the chairmanship of Ways
and Means, and the consequent leadership of
the Honse, There has rarely been more bravery
shown than in the disappointments meted ont
with equal hand to Mr. Wood, and to two or
three other conspicusus leaders, who have it in
their power to make Mr. Ker's position a
most unenviable one, if not indeed to break
him down altogether,  The appointment of Mr,
Morrison to the chowrmanship of the Ways and
Means Committee involved ecourage also of a
certain sort, but the fitness of it is yet to be
shown, Mr, Mormison was next to the last
member of the Committee on War Claims in
the Tast Congress, and theee was no complaint
from his party that he did not recvive sufii-
cient recognition. He was in ill health, however,
and wus absent from the House a good deal.
He bas been au earnest advoeate of hard
woney, hag  always been counted a thor-
oughly honest wman, and has always been
csteemed and liked Ly his associates, We
have never heard o word to  his diseredit,
and in times past have heard many words in
his praise. But still it may be fairly said
that unless Mr. Morrison surprises the country
with Ins capacity the eountry will hardly for-
give Mr. Kerr the surprise of his appointment.
We have to thauk the Speaker for bis dispo-
sition of Mr., Wood, Doubtless the Adminis-
tration organs which had their index fingers
lified to point at Wood as @ specimen Re-
former, in ecase he had Dbeen placed at
the head of Ways and  Means, will
be hountiinlly indignant at the slight put upon
him. The Speaker and his party ean afford to
contenplate that exhibition with philosophy.
It will not hart. It is not likely that Mr. Cox
is entirely satisfied. Everyboly will be sorry
that he is not. Evervbody liles him,  And yel
—it may be that Mr, Kerr has done well here,
even thongh Mr. Cox has been disappointed.
Mr. Cox has made special study of finanee:
his specclies show knowledge of its elementiry
principles, and unwillingness to be Tured
awsy from them by greeaback  sophis-
tries or partisan appeals. The country, we
think, will have reason to be satistied with his
work, The Committee on Civil Service Reform
soems safe and strong; though he would
be @ bold mun who shonld predict mneh
genuine work from either party in  this
dircetion in the present condition of politics,
and on the eve of the Presidential campaign,
The Committee on Rnles is as good as it could
be made. That on Railways and Canals seems
fuir, and it wounld probably be safe ngninst
subsidics of any sort  even without the
recent vote of the House, The Com-
mittee  on  Pacific  Railways hardly looks
<o safe. In fact, a suspicions person might
incline  to  think  that  Col. Seot', with
an  attorney of the Southern Pacifie, and
three or four other friends and  well-
wishers on the Committee, had reason to be
sntisfied. The Judiciury 18 not a strong Com-
mittee, and some of the other impor-
tant ones show extraordinary  weaknesses,
Contrasted with the flue knowledge of human
uature, the iatimate acqnaintance with the
aptitades of different members, and the -
terests of difterent distriets, which Mr. Blaine
displayed, the resolt is not encomrnging,  What
can be said, for example, of placing a small
West  Vieginia  lawyer  at  the  head of
the Commitice on  Commerce, giving to
the entive Atlontic  coast  but  ftwo  rep-
resentatives  on  it,  and  ignoring
leading New-York merchant (elected by the
Speaker's own party), of stuinless character,

who at the time of his recent retirement
from Duosiness was among the lheaviest
aud  most expericnced  importers  in the

United States, probably surpassed in this eity
by ouly A, T, Stewart and I B, Claflin? - What
sort of use is it, of the material at his disposal,
which leads the Spoaker to place such a man,
not on Commerce, where he would naturally
wlong, or on Bauking and Currency, for which
he might Le thought to have some special

fitness, or on any of the leadiug
husiness committoes, for  which  his
trainiug  would  qualify him, bnt—

of all possible places—on the Committee (which
soretimes meels onee a sossion and sowetimes

does mnot) on  Weights and  Measmes?
This  insigpificant  Cowmmitiee  is  forther
strempthened by the  addition of  Prof.

Seclyve, but, with a beiter sense of fitness in
los case, he is also placed on the Committee
on ludinn Affwive. The disposition of Mr,
Abram 8. Hewitt of this aty is elearly the
result of simple ignorance. Here is o first-
cluss business man, of large experience, and
widely-recognized ability, belonging to the
veform element in the Democrney which the
Speaker is most aoxious to encourage, of
stainless  personal  jutegrity, and of that
casy private fortune which at onee enalles
such a map to devote himsell unrescrvedly to
the public service, and rewoves him  from
the suspicion of improper motives;
ghort, & man having the same class of
qualifications with Mr. Henry B. Payne of
Cleveland.  The Speaker did an  excellent

in

thing in giving Mr. Payne high rank in the
Committes on Banking and Curreney. Precisely
tho same motives should have led him to accord
similar rank to Mr. Hewitt, on Appropria-
tions, Ways and Means, Ba.king and Cur-
rency, or some of the other most important
husiness committecs, Instead of (his, Mr. Hewitt
is placed fifth on Public Dutidings  and
Grounds! The Speaker did not make suck a
mistake purposely, of course; he simply did
not know b.tter,

Lut there o » many exenses to be made
for such lapses, and fr any general
disappointment at the cast of the Committecs.
Here in the tirst place is a Congress made
up largely of new men; of men who have
never served in Congress; whose capacities
are therefore untried; of whom nothinggis
known beyond the constituencies  that
elected them., Somoe of them bring 1epu-
tutions, it is trme, bnt reputativns which
are purely local, and wpon which a
presiding ofiicer can place little dependenco in
the serions business of constituting the com-
mittees, which are the working force, the
real mnchinery of Congress, All these have
their friends, and their friends have most
exalted  notions  of  their  qualifications.
The mwembaa  themselves  have had  no
opportunities for comparison, und it is
vory wuch  a matter of  chanee whether
they fall into their proper places upon com-
mittees. Whether they do or not, they and
their  frionds  are pretly  sure  to be
disappointed,  Then, too, it must not be
forgotten  liat  Loere comes a parly into
power which when it was in power
twenty yents ago wns 8o simply Dbecanse
of the numbers and influencs of  the
Slave State repreacntatives, and that when
they withdrew it fell into a hopeless  minority

and remained there for fifteen years, It is
a party that for these filteen  yenrs
has had none of the educating in-
fluences  which  neeessarily come  to

thoso who Lold thie reins and are responsible
to the people for the conduct of the Govern-
ment, 1t bas been in a position where it conld
afford to be emping and  eritieal, reckless,
andacions, irrespousible. That has become 1.5

habit. According to  the ideas and  the-
ovica  upon  which  politiecal  parfies  are
wanaged, that  has been its business. 1t

must be confessed, it has been devoted to it;
and it is plain enough that the practice has
grown into a fixed haint, of which it will
find it difficult to rid self.  There is
then a gieat diffienlty in  placing  upon

eommittees the men who have had experi-
ence, and who are known as old members.
In this Congress they almost come into a new
voeation. Whatever they may have done in &
have

minority, however much they  may
skipped about and made the  major
happy, they huve not shown the qualifie:
essentinl in the leaders and managers of a
dominant party.  So that with the old memn-
bers as well as with the new, Speaker Kerr
hnd diffienliy in asdgning positions, and on all
hande he was embarassed,  Under these eir-
cumstances great allowanee shonld be made
by these who believe they could have done
better than he.  There is a certam judicial
quality in the punblic opinion that will  sean
and weigh these appointments ;  that will net
run to pronounce upon them, but will wait in
patience for time to show their wisdom or
unwisdom,

TAXES IN NLEW-JERSET,

Thrifty New-Jorsey next begins to wonder
where the taxes will stop. Mi. J. B. Freese
of ‘T'ronton, a large tax-payer, has been ran-
sacking the public docmments of the State
Library, and with these melancholy results:

The disbursements from the State Fund-—a
fund which exeludes all the expenscs from the
war, schools, ete., and includes ouly the cost
of running the goverument—have increased
extraordinarily hetween 1500 and 1575, Here
are the, tigures in a nutshells

1=to,
Dishursvinents for erdinary oxpanses,  $ 105,490 86
Dishinrscwents for extraordiniry ex-

L T P L cenne

Total £01 1RG0 .ovivvrnesnrsna . B200,000 44
187 5. .
Dishnrssients for ordinary expensea,  R=047,416 51
Noew Lmiie Asylam. ... L L0000
Tewiporacy loan retired. ..ooneveeees veen 100,000 00

Total for 1875 ceveeeesee... . BLOINLE0 5
And g more melaneholy fact is this: New-
Jersey, like a prodizal, is wasting her estate,
Her treasary has, or did have, a valaable line
of stocks and bonds ns an asset. At one time
the ineome of these paid all the expenses of
ihe State. Now this deposit is yearly dimin-
ished—not to pay up the war or other debt,
b to mect current expenses, In 1873 the
Treagsurer sold  of these asseta  for  this
purpose  #350,000, and in 1874, $110,000,
These fignres may scem small to New-Yorkors,
who are nsed to the contemplition of worse
budgets, bt they are veeeiving the anxions
attention of our thrifty neighbors,

THE EASTERN QUESTION,

The senssion of the Turkish question has
reccived g fresh impetus since Englond  luid
Ler linnd upon the Sacz Caunal, One view of
the efiect of Mr, Disracli’s master-stroke s
that England, having secured her commmunicn-
tions with her Indian possessions and obtained
in & mumner a reversionary interest in the
best portion of the Ottoman Ewpire, has got
in advance more than her proper share in any
foture partition of the Sick Man's estate, and
can alford to Jook with indifference upon
whatever disposition Rusdda and Austrvia may
wake of the rempinder. A sensible way
of looking at the matter, it would
qoem at first thonght, but there is quite another
side to the question. A recent aviicle in The
Pall Mall Gazette quotes Disracli's saying that
“ Epsland s a great Mohammedan  power,”
and mignes that she is therefore vitally inter-
ested m whatever affeets her millions of Mussul-
i sthjects, The Saltan may not consent o
be deprived of even the little provinee of
Herzegoving withont o desperate struggle, He
way in a spirit of despair revive the dormint
fanaticism of the followers of the Prophet and
kindie a  religions war against Chydstian
aggression that might involve serions possibili-
ties to the dependencies of Great Britain from
Aden to Favther India, I this be the view of
the English Cabinet we shall see the influcnce
of England onee more exeried to maintiio
intact the dead-alive empire of the Sultan, In
any case it wonld secm that the Continental
Povers which have been trying to mgree apon
a plan for the settiement of the Herzegoviniun
question must now ask the opinion of & nation
that they have not thought of enough aceonut,
of lute, to be invited to their conncils,

The position of Austrin in the watier is
curionsly complicated by the strong  repug-
pance of the Magvar elewent m Hungary to
the annexation of territory inhabited by a
Slavie population, The provinees of Croatia
and Slavonin are a thotn in the side of the
Government at Budn-Pesth, allying themaclves
with the reactionary party ot Vieone, that

antonomy and constitutional liberty. Bhould
the adjacent Turkish proviaces of Boanin and
Herzegovina  fall to the share of Austiria,
as they unquegtionably would  if the
Turkish Empire wero dismembered, the
Hungarian statesmen sce that they would bs
flanked by a Slavie population s large aa the
dominant Magyar element in Hungary; o
population with strong Kussian aflinities, with
no esperienco or approciation of liberal gov-
ernment, and with iotense race animoxities,
ready to forward any scheme for the restorn-
tion of the ancient Hapsburg despotism, which
withstood the revolution of 1818, but wus
broken by the fortunate outcome of the Prus-
wian war, Just now the Hungarian influence,
through the premiership of Count Audrassy,
controls the policy of the Vienua Government,
but it has to contend with the intrigues of the
go-called “ Slavoniax Court Party,” which is
believed to hiave the aympathy of the Emperor.

While waiting for the diplomats of Europe
to dispose of their little country, the insurgents
in Herzegovina appear to be not only holding
their own but gaining ground. At Constanti-
nople such preparations for suppressing the
rebellion when the Spring opens as the bank-
rupt Governwent of the Porte can make, appear
o be on foot. If the patriots have really
found n competont leader in Lazzaro Socica,
as the correspondent of The London Times ut
Cettinge believes, they may be able to hold
out until they force a recognition of their
claims. Those who expeet to see them
erushed by the armies about to march agninst
them should read the history of scanderbeg,
Prinee  of Albania, who revolted in the
fifteenth century, when the Turkish Empire
was in ita zenith, and held his mountain
fustnosses for more than twenty years against
the enormous power of the wost warlike of
the Oitoman Sultans,

HOLIDAY BUYINGS.

People who have any spare dollars to apend
in this last week before the holidays, it might
be supposed, would find the spending easy
work, especially if they meant to purchase
furniture, elothes, or oramont of any kind for
the person or house. But it is (his spending
which tronblea seven-cighths of the buyurs
who read the flaming advertisements of Tue
Trinuse. It is the Eashion now to dress
or furuish your dwelling artistically. Top-
ular small talk does not yun on Shakespeare
and  the musical glasses, but  on  East-
lake nnd Morris's wall-paper. ‘The situation,
however elevated, is trying for good folk who
are ot artistic by birth or eduention,  Amelia,
who was married the other week, may be
capilile of the bighest virtues as wife or house-
keeper; but Ler taste, as everybody knows, is
abomigable. A year or two age she could
Lave left dress and formitare to muntog-maker
aud upholsterer: but now her friends, with
souls attuned to art, inveigh agamst these
good folk as “work people,” and declare that
there must be Meaning, Beanty, Harmony, in
her polonaises and teapots,  What is she to do?

she can pay money down for polonaise o1
pot, but Meaning and IHurmony ars things
quite invisible to her.  8he hears of eertain
wartists” who will make picturea of her and
her house, but the charge for the invisible
memning and barmeny is treble that of the
actoal materinl. Nobody is of the same mind
in the maiter, either, D, sncers at AJs florid
house and ite brie--brac, and A, shivers at the
clussie severity of Du's chill apartments, Yet
everybody is absolutely right and never eould
be wrong. Sho takes up the poepular articles
in Seribuer on Beds and Tables; here surely
is the alphabet, something practical! Lut she
fireds hints that this stool is charming or that
stove suggestive, and advien not to follow
anybody's dictum, but to fall back on prin-
viples, when she lhas no priveciples, or to
gu to a famouns architcet or dealer when she
ligs no money.

The mest practical advice we can give
Amelia, or the thousands like her, who will
<ot ont this week to buy elothes, furniture, or
arnament, is not to be bewildered by the ont-
ery about wsthetic taste in any of these thinys.
A very little study will give Ler the rules of
ape ond combination of color. After that,
let her one rale be to buy precisely what best
wrves lier own peenliar purpose, and to put
“offeet” totally ont of  sight. she  buys
u sfreet dress; she wants it warm, comforta-
ble, wrobtrusive, short enongh to clear the
ground.  She buys a home dress, for the even-
ings when Tom or  the npeighbors  gatha
about  the fireplace—she wants it soft, eling-
ing, o certain sweep in the dmpery, a dark
color that will boar a bright knot of ribbon,
or o rose in the hair or breast. Or is it furi-
ture that she goea out to buy, for this same
living room to which they all gather In the
evening? The “effeet” of a dozen stylish
clnire all alike she thks is tempting, but she
considers  actun]l need and sends howe a cozy
little sewing cheir for herself, a lounge for
lom, & big, caay padded snuggery for grand-
futhier, und one or two odd ones to make ont the
pumber; s she buys o big round table for work
and books instead of a west of Chinese tea-
poye. And she hangs a curtain here or sets a
cereen there to keep off dranghts, and g0 on,
consilting aetnal need and serviee ; and when
e is done her foiends ery out that the yvoom
% artistic and has Harmony, ele, ete, For
after all the seeret of beanty is exact adapta-
tion to use, regardless of conventions] forms,
and the woman who has a defiuite aim or
weaning in a dress or room, aml Keeps that
strietly in view, will waken up when the work
is done to find that the work is that of an
artist, eithough she never handled brush or
peneil, nor ever knew a ecornice from a dado,
or foience from Wedgewood ware,

e

A Congressman vouchies for the followiie as an
artaal conversation between two new wembers of
the majority, whivh he could vot holp hewring the
otherday in the Honse restaurant,  After some com-
parison of dovmestic artangements for the seasion, A,
uguired: * What have you done about your wash-
ing 1" Oh" said B, Y1 have ramde an exeellont
arrangement  for that, I have got a firmt-
rate megro womon, s real good woman, I think,
and have moade & bargain with her for the season
al o dollar a dozen ! “Well,” responded A, *1 min
not quite certain whether my arcangement is as
cheap as that or not, T have made 8 bacgain with »
womnn to do all my washing for the session for a
dotlar and o half a month; bat UIwatch it for
tho first month, and i I fud your bLargain is
chwtiper, PH try and get your wotnan to do wine
tow,”  Speaker Kerr ought to have been informed of
this eonversation in time for his Commitiecs, If
these two men are not pnt on the Ways and Means,
gioss injustice will be doao to the financial genive

b the Lo,
PP

This evepng the works of art m‘m!r.ihutu.-d by the
metabera of the Nationa! Aeademy of Design for the
pay mwent of it mort@age debt are 1o bosold at the
Acideruy, Awmong them are exsmples of many of
our mos! promivent liviog artists, Chureh, MeEnteo,
W hittredge, Berstadt, Enstmon Johoson, Hunting-
tom, nnd many obliers of our best men, besides works
fromg Kensctl, Bonghton and others, contributed

. { by froendda, The srtists deserve the hearty sy
seeks to deprive Hungary of her Totcepegaipad ! i

vl support of the art-loving publie in this manly

effort, in the midst of business to raise
a fund to pay off thoir debt; and it is much to be
Toped that the bidding to-night will be s lively as
the cause is deserving.

| ——— -

An unfortunate person who has just committed
suicide in New-Bedford, Maas,, left upon his table &
poein in the following stage of construotion :

“Tuls Wie e e LT that _go_w! ~

ere evidently waa the making of a fine conplet
at least; indeed, long pooms have been written
withoat much moro in them than we have here, This
decensed person lad poetioal foelings, but apparontly
lacked the poet’s hand, Possibly lis suicids was
hastoned by despair at his inability to express him-
gelf ; but they dou't all do so, by any means.

PERSONAL,

Ex-Senator William A, Richardson of Dliinois
{8 dnogerously 1! with 8 stroke of paralysis, at lia home
in Quiney.

Gen. Lane, candidate for Viee-President in
1800, (s now o farmaer In Oregon,  His son 1s s Hepresont-
ntive in Congress from the same State,

President Porter of Yale College will deliver
an address on * Selence and Sentiment,” bofore the M-
sachusetts Teaohers' Assoviation in Boston, on the 25th
inat,

Mr. M.D. Conway has boen invited to deliver
the nddress before the lterary socletles of Dickinson
Colloge, his Alma Mater, but his been ob Tged to doelios,
s he will retarn to Burope before L next Comuence-
ment.,

A Chiengo grand jury has refused to indict
Wilhur F. Storey, editor of The Chicago Times, for libal,
in churging that Senator Logan pretended to be aick in
order to vacape un examination that would show his com-
olicity with the Whisky Ring, The jury desliared there
was dusuilicient legal ground tor an indiotment.

Mr. Donald G. Mitchell's plans have been
adopted vartinlly by the Connecticut Centennianl Com-
mittee in bullding & houss to repredent toelr State at the
Confepnial Exhivition. The house will be o qualnt old
structire, two stories high, with porilce In frout, and a
long, sloping back roof.  1ia external walls will bo of
plaster uud shingle, with the old-fushilenod vross boa
thie plaster predominating in soms aections, A wide,
ruthor low, almost Lulging stone chimney highteus the
old-time appearance of the strooture, The Sthie coat-nf-
Ars appears ws a blazon en the outer sast wall. Lusiide,
the hutise conslats of o singlo story, with an overlianzing
gallery to relisye any barn-llke eftect In Ita large recop-
tun pooin,

}'UL 17IcAlL NOTES.

The few third-term organs are nnanimons in
denounclng the sntitiird-torm resolation of the ouso
a8 a ** plees of lmpertivent intermoddiing.”

The Du Pré (Texas) Daily Statesman  pro-
tests ngainst any scbeme, such ns it now bolioyes to ba
Lateling ut Washington, for the scquisiidon of auother
alive of Moxlean territory,

The Chicago and St. Louis newspapers have
Begun to guarnel alout the place of holdiug tho Nutwonal
Convention next year, St Louls thinks it has the beat
hall in the coustry for the purpose, amd Chicago la
amazed that any other eity tioo jiself should be thought
of for & wmoment.

The Republican editors of New-Jersey are
dofng thelr daty onece more hy nominating Benator
Frelinghnysen for the Presideuey. The Boonfon Weekly
Hulletin seta bim down as the * pecer of the loading
stutesmen of the country, both as 1o honesty and oopa-
By, st sk the peopre o look bl over pnd see 1
they can fnd a bettor man,

The election of ex-Indian Commissioner
@il te the Presidency of Howard University bas ex-
cited nnlversal amazement,  The genernl opinion seemms
to be fuivly cxpressed by The Philadelghwr Inquirer :
o A& President of Howard Umversity, Mr. Smith enters
npon o new teld of labor in which wo wish him success
—lyt 1t does seow ruther hard apou the University.”

The latest opposition to tho two-thirds rale
of the Nadenel Democratle Conventlon cotwis from an
unexpected quorter. The Cineiwnati Enquirer gays the
el * Kills ndl tho enndidates whoss abilitles cutitlo thew
to the honor of belog conshlercd,” calls to the front
a “so-calied compromise candidate—an ouknown man,
whom nabody favorcd,” and whow the party ls expected
to support after be ls pominated.  The vominations
under this rulo sve, In The Enguirer's opinlon, * politionl
frands.”

Senator Morton’s proposition te investigate
the Missisaippl election dovs not ereate enthusiosm in
that State.  The Viekoburg Herald says @ “ Sensior Mor-
ton is alicady ut work. s political wisdomw for the last
ten youra lins been to medille wiih the Sonth. Why wot
weddle with the North awhile ¥ He wants a committee
of five sout to inveatigate the Mississippi clection. Why
uot also send o commitoe to Obio aud Pennsylvinia 1
It Miselsaippi fn recoustricied, w send soeh committie ia
i B pertinence ; if sboe is not roconstruetod, et Mr Mor-
ton and his Radical colleagues declare the falinre sud
Love done with it

The adoption of the anti-third-term resoln-
thoi by the: House s lnterproted ln various ways by the
press. Home Journals thiok be Kills the spook floslly,
shiers that it has Httle i any slenitleancs, The Chlecgo
Ceibsene, the vewspaper which astoandel the country o
short tiuses ago with the britlinnt sugeestion that the
Predident retive now and be renominated in 1851, thinks
the pesolation puts the guoation out of pollties, and wdds :
“Mennwhisle 1 s sl oo contemplnts bow many Demo-
pnthe orators have been uipped In the b, s how
wany Democratie editorbids will bo still-boin, on ae-
count of the summary dlspositlon of the thiol-term
scare-crow.  Theve st even the shadow of an exense
for any further agitation of the thirdteon guesilen.
Crant says he dogan't woant a thivd tecm, and everybody
else has deelared that thore = no lutention of forelng it
tpon hiuy, =0 thid we onn't see how Lls utestion can eut
Lenipe 1o the poliidead Hteratare of the duy,*

MUSIC.

MME. STERLINGWS CONCERT.

The coneert arranged for Madame Sterling
taat might ot Stelnway Hull was o beeoiulog eompliment
to o sipger whotn we see alt glad to honor, pol only for
Wor riet notuend gifts mud the mony suceesscs she Lins
wob, but for the Hoe urtiatlo seuse whilel bis direeted her
whole carver, aud the poble ambition wihlch  spurs
wr nlweys  onwand, Wo can  hapily thiok of
auy other singer who wonld have ventured such a pro-
writime is ahe close for this farewoll porformanoce, It
contalued no sbow-pleces, and, If wo exeept some good
Lughiah and Scoteh ballnls, such as Barnbhy'™s * When
the Tl comes o™ It had vothlug even of the se-called
pupnlarelass, But Mme, Alerling's conrmge was justificd by
the eveut, for the wadlence proved to be apprecintive, and
the mwost serdons work of the evenlog secwmed to be
heartlly enjoyed, Nearly all the wvecal seléetions
were fresh,  The frst was & reclistive and arls (* Then
eotnetls Jesus frotn Galllee," und * I the Begioning was
the Word'') from Muacfarren’s 8t Joln the Buap-
tst,” an exeellent speclmen of wedern  English
oratorio musie which Mme. Sterling delivecsd with
great dlgoity  and  sweetuess,  Bammby's  fuvorite
ballad followed. In the sceowl part of the concert the
singer gpave us & group of no fewer than eoven Heder,
reprosenting all the greateat of the German song-wrlters,
hesides two whose place perhops ts not yet guite fixed,
The first of the seven was  Bocthoven's * Wonne
der Welnmuth,” and this was suceesded by Scliue

bert'a  *Uhe Quail's Note,”  Belimnanu's  ** Wenn
e felib,”  Raf"s “Bel  still,”  Mendelssohu's
“Neno  Liebe,” Lisxt's “Es mioss  aln Wandep

bares gein,"” and Rubinstoin’s * Gelb rollt wir zu Filsscy,"
It wos o dsngerons experiment to iy so many, bot it
wos the mwost murked success of the ovening, Mie
dierling being eordially applanded after ench song and
recalled twice ot the ewmd  This bappy result
wus owing Im part to the eharming mannor
iu which the gougsy were renderod and In part to s wise
cholte of pleees.  The pathos sud melancholy of Beetho-
ven wers relieved by the cheorfulpiss of Bchubert's
“ Wachtelsohlng,” and thils coutrnsted well with the rus-
tic nalveté of the volksliedehen trom Bebvmann, and the
fuiry funcy of Mendelssoho, Raff Is not known foour
comeert-rootns i § song-wiritor, and the specimen Mmao,
Sterllog boas given of him is 80 beautiful, so moeh lxe
Bectboven in ita spirit, that we shal! be eager te know
more of Lin work in this braoch of art, The Liszt song
in aimple, chythmbeal, and fall of feellng, and we ean
suy sbout the see thlng of the selectton from Hubln
stoin.  Later, Muie. Storltng gave ber favorite Beoteh
aong, * Caller Heorin®,” aod (for an éncore) a remackable
delivers of auother song, * The year thol's awa',"" with-
ont aecompanimoent.

Tue rest of the concert was by the Thomaa orchestra,
which played, us it alone can, the 1st * Leonora ™ over
ture, the * Preinde, Choral and Fugue,” arranged from
Bael by 1. J. Abert, the mew ballst muaie from Rubin-
steiu's * Ferumors,” the overiure to * RBuryunthe,” the
aymphonic poem, * Omplinle’s Spinning Whsel,” by Salut
Baens, and Wagner's * Huldigungs Marsol.” TLat sterl-
fug violipist, Mr. 8. K. Jacobsohn, played ahmicably a

sccompaniment. And se we had that rarest of pood

things, s teatimontal concert without one dull number on

the programime or one ludifemnt performer.

Mme. Bterling salls for Europe loanorrow. All lovees

of art will wish ber a safo voysge and & quick return.
——————

WHO BHALL SING “ELSAM™
To the Bditer of The Tribune,

Bie: A meeting was heold te-day at the
Evesing Post Bulldiog to progpst unanimously sgains$
the ** Lohengrin® performance at the Academy. Thers
wore about 50—40 gentlemen sasembled all with the
full meantng to protest aguinst the further performanos
with the prosent cast. [t was rosolved rhat a notice of
this should be sent to the Dircctor, Ad, Nenendorfl (and
to Tue TrmuNE) in which it s sald, whether Mlla, Pap-
penheim sings on Wedneaday the * Elsu” or It shonid
pome 1o s rumor #t the Academny, but the meeting
that Mr. Nenendorff will be genileman enough to do
toe 1o the people. re 1 think Mr. N
should tuke notice of utlon and bring oul
o Labengrin” with Mils, Puppenheim lo the cast whick
will undonltedly more sue than Mme. Wagner,
Huoping that you will open the columns of your wotlhy

¢ tor these few [ines | am yoturs vory respectill
P‘:&:‘r York, Deec, 200, 1875, K A qumfﬁ.

DEFECTIVE DOCK WALLS.
cr——
EXAMINING WORK ON THE NORTH RIVER
PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE ENGINLERY OOM-
MITTEE APPOINTED BY THE MAYOR—THE MODN
OF CONSTRUCTION UNCERTAIN IN ITS KESULIS—
DEFFCTS IN [HE BULKUFAD WALLS AT CANAL
AND KING-STH,

The Committee appointed by Mayor Wick-
han in Beptember lust to inveatigate the condition of the
bulkhesd walls ut the fout of Canal and King-ste., North
River, has submitted a preliminary report, After the
sppointment of Heury ¥. Dimock and Salemn 1. Wales as
Dock Commissloners, the Board resolved upon sn exsm-
natton of the wall of the new docks, which bad been
eonstructed under the suporvision of Gen, Charles K.
Giraham, Clilef Englueer of the Depariment, upon plans
which liad been allersd by the Board from those used by
Gen, George B, MeClollan,  Gen, Grali m soon ufterward
reslgned, and George 8. Greene, Jr., wis appointad to sue.
eeed bim,  Ou Bept. 16, Engineer Greene reported the ee-
anlts of his examination of the bulkbead walls at King and
Canal-sts,, atuting that he had found the walls eromabling
away n many places, and that the facta ascertalned “in-
dieated clearly that the plan of bullding the wall of eon-
croto placed under the water en masse eould not be
relted upon to prodice s permanent, stalile, and deafrable
wall” A few days liter the Mayor appoluted a comm e
tee of engipeers to investigato the walls still further,
and the fullowing Ia the preliminary report they subumit:
To the Commissioners of Docks, New-York Cily.

GENTLEMEN ¢ We have the honor to submit this pre-
Uminary report with pespect to the condition of the buik-
bead walls st the foot of Canal and King-sth, North
River, upon which our opinlon was solictted.

On the recsipt of the Mayor's communication we
immediately enter d on our duties, und commenced ag
exumination of the King-=t. anid Canalst, bulkheads, the
Depattiment of Docks having previoualy sunk s shalt in
Lhe center of the King-st. bnikhead, aml constructed and
placed o threeaidod culsson ngainat its face. We have
now, with the ald of two divers, made & thorough
examination of all the exposed faces of both bulklbesds,
the exsnalnition of haportant polnis being by two divers
al different times, thereby eheeking thewr reports, The
wisier has been puped out of Uie cilsson and the shafl
al King-at., snid we have made a personal examination of
thie exterior faco and eenterof the wall, W havo also
il o sbalt sunk in the conter of the Connl-st wall, and
baveo had @& calsson  constracted  there, n which
we are making  trial  of  conerele  gomstruction
under na  nearly os possible the =ame conditdons
e thoss under which the buikbesd was medo;
i faet o model on a large acale of the wall ltaclf. Whena
e couerete shall hive beeomoe sulic leatly sct the ondsson
will e radsed, woid the condithon of the concrete can be
readily exnmined. We are also boaving e:l.oﬂlnmu
mwade of the comparative set aml ength 0F conorsie
of Portland and Rosendale eements, in the posltion and
pnder the elrenmetaness obtaining in the construction of
the butkhead, Al theso exportments require time for tie
sotting of the cement, and wre ot present incomplete,
W cannot, theretore, ot preseut give a full answer to wll
the quertes proposed, but in snswer to your fist inter-
roustory, * the facts as to the comditlons of sioh strue-
tures, together with your opinfon s to ther safety and
durability,” we would respeettally report that, from sl
pur e goniinations, we fln | that the mode of construction
adoj e, in connection with the detialls, appilanoes, sud
mnterta,s wsed, s vneectain in its rosolrs,

We have found that the component parts of the cons
erete bave settlod in lnyers, o strata, with varying pro-
wortlons of coment ; thnt the Lrokeu stone and sand are
1 excess wt the bottom of layer and the oement at ths
top; tuat the eement hos wesbod out pud depostled
faclf as lLritanee, u combination with the soll in the
witer fn layers by themselves, presoniing the appear-
anee of seams botween the diffsrent layers of conerote,
or of pockets In spaces 10 the concreto,  Many portions
of the wall we find sirong, with s goed set, but the fnces
almost invariably weak and the set Loperfect; but we
do pot tind any but the sighteat setilement or delignment
of the wull, nor s It probable that elthor of thyae will
Inoteanse to auy njurious or nnsizitly extent while the
nlkbeads rerinin nnder thele po r eotditions, with-
ont back-filllug, But before the varib-fliling s put m
bebind the walls, we sboulil proposs come tarther pro=
teotton ndnst the thmst outward of the embanknent.

Whatever of weakness there may be ln the proseag
structures, we think it may be remedied withoul any re-
moval of siruetnee or any lurge expenditore,  Weo would
propose, il iy rate, to loave it as it 18 for the prosent.

W ddo ot wish to be understood ss condvmning, as o
sysatemn, the method of constrocting submurine ninsonry
by passiug (teahly mixed concrete {.’I.mam;iu uu ¢ deposlis
i 31 bo the water, On the coutrury, it 14 well known
that exccllont work can be executed In that manner,
under suitable procautions in respect to the quallty of
1, the proporions of the cemcnt to the
tenta, the Kind of apparvatas ciployed n

K { the core with which 1t s operaied,  Our
eritietamms il be more fully set forth in our tnal report,
pud will reter to the detalls of the methiod of constiues
ton adepted for the Canal and Klng-st. sectious,  Oup
final report, whieh will give fu il all the faoks obtained
{0 onr cxatrinations, with the results of our experiments,
will be completed within the coming month,  In it wa
will endesvor to glve salisiactory auswers to all the ine
terrogniions submirted to ws, and we suggost that nothing
o done 1n the mean Ume toward evnpleting those pors
tHous of the walls for whiel the pile foundation has becn
wholly or partlally prepared.  Very respectiully, your
obediont servants, JOuN NEWTON,

. . A GHLLMORE.
Now-Yurk, Deo. 17, 1573, %u. E. “‘ul:xlun.

OBIIUARY,
=R
FREDERICK 8, BTALLENECHT.

Proderick 8. Stallknecht, a member of the
tegal thom of Siallkucolt, Hell & MeMahon, died st bis
residence in this oliy on Saturday. He was born (o Den-
mark, sid At the time of his death was In the fifty-sixih
year of bis nge. Ho wes educated in the schools of
Copenhagen, whiere he exhibiied proficiency in acquiring
the lapguages. It wos intended by his futher that be
aboutd he an apothecary, but bhe ron away trom hows
when 16 or 17 years old anc came to this city. Soon
after be went to Boston aud entercd Horvard University,
remadning in the elassoa three years, when he came to
New-York snd entered the law offtee of Judge Kent
o waus adinitted to the bar In 1845, and bad & large
proctice among the Germans.  ITs reputation as an able
and trustworihy lawyer was always bigh, and bis Integ-
rity unblemisbed. No loss for his personal goalitios thun
for lils professiooal was Mr. Stullknecht cstecmed as &
troe-beartod, scholarly geutloman. He was o remarks
ably floe lUnguist, and vt varions thoes gave jeclures re-
lating to geography, and in regard to cernmio art. He
wis the Tammany nominee for Judge of the Marine
Conrt at the last eleotlon, and, ue the first Boundinavisa
nominnted for Ulgh ofMes in this elty, roceived s Larges sup-
port from his conutrymen, bat sbared 1n the general
fetlure of his tleket, He leaves a wife and five ¢htldren,
Hia funerul will tako place from No. 42 Wosl Thisty-
gocond-et, thls aftermoon,

PUB IC OPINIOYN.

Every hour the political development of the
slluation demonstrates with tresh emplasis e supreine
stupblity and went of political saguelty of thoss mivia-
thirers who Bave been sehenidng, gnwbling, and plottis,
tur o third party woveisent.—{ Flillasdelphin Presa UIBPS

Morton hag determined to make his col-
eaties pore sguarely np to the old lne, swallow the old
spectt, nnd roal the South after the old fasbion- ik »
wgtered provinee, at the merey of the congueror, Wo
Lo amd bedleve that he will find them cxeostiogly
:.ln.-r;r..rtl in cowlog forwand,—[#. Lowls Eepublowa

.

We do not know a Demoeratie politician who
f not clectloneertug for Grunt for tee nexs Republican
candidate. Thoy have been w1t for some months, and ateo
L the babit of demonstrnting, by & peenlixe process of
their own, that the Republicans must nonduste Grant.
They always begin by ecuniuge for bim all the Southern
!'\!J'Il'!l“;l{l.;d all tho oliive-boldors.— [Cluclnvati Commer-
cind (lud,

" 5l "

Ex-Gov. Henry 8. Foote, Dr. 8am. Dard, and
Col. Mosby e all it I favor of Gesnd for o thand tor,
with Bargrant Bates yol to hear from.  With the gigantio
tnflionce of all four of these great Prestdent-makors
wiclded in his bebalf, the cleetion of Grant fora third
::::r: :un‘\!hn cu:.‘;s.m»n -l' na Im;\. itable ad of it bore *The

(. of Tinke— sauction of a e LT o
o g by g god."—| Louisville Cou-

Mr. Lamar has been the pattern of a true
Houthern man who bas aceepted the sitnation, who has
buried bis dead out of Dis sicht, sl turmed bis whols
aftention o w tated and relabilitsted connery.
We destre most sincerely Lo sco Missdesippl send to
k‘fm&d 'l:;l:? &ualm s:; her noblest sona, ous of

w J L, N Lamar.
—|Atlanta Herald (Dew) SRPU A Y

We have no sort of right to meddle in Caban

aflairs, except so fur s to protest binrbaritios

whleh h"‘! ?thauﬂu?ud ope Iu::' é” tho Spantak
‘4 thore,  As long as continues to lot us alvae

we are bound by every ciple of honeaty and hooor

to let her attend to her ow in ber own
“‘l'?i btediy the sentiwent ol the ’.ol:l.

?ya‘ 'w"::".r ‘lohhu in_intarference vl
A




